
RECOMMENDED 

Keysook Geum’s exhibition, “Dream Weaver,” at Andrew Bae Gal-
lery is exquisite. Even before entering the gallery, elegant wire 
structures in the shape of  women’s dresses are visible from out-
side, luring me in with only a sample of  what was to come.   

Upon entering, I wondered which of  the twenty-four beautiful 
sculptures to approach first. All are equally radiant, evoking 
women’s wear, such as long dresses and Hanboks, Korean tradi-
tional dress. The fiery red color emanating in “Red Jangot” is entic-
ing, but the movement in “Moving up in Gray”—a lavish dress that 
peels off  the wall, appearing to greet approaching visitors—is 
most captivating. 

Many of  the pieces displayed come alive because the three-
dimensional dresses are shaped to suggest the contours of  a 
woman’s body. It is also because of  the materials used: wire and 
beads appear light and whimsical, expressing movement and 
sway. Surrounded by meticulously beaded dresses and listening to 
the classical music playing in the background, I consider the occa-
sion to don such an opulent, but sophisticated look. 

Displaying the sculptures against a wall or backdrop with proper 
lighting is a commendable curatorial decision that emphasizes the 
materials, which are striking. Up close, the wire sculptures reveal 
their laborious constructions, appearing like three-dimensional 
“knitted webbing,” as the artist puts it. Such a medium is also 
transparent, giving the sculptures a weightless quality and contrib-
uting to the distinct shadows. The beads seen throughout each 
piece add a delicate touch as they sparkle from the reflecting light. 

Above all, this show creates an experience that is both aestheti-
cally beautiful and culturally relevant. American society is increas-
ingly casual; the occasion to dress in an evening gown and heels 
are few. Here you can, in your mind’s eye: creating an imaginative 
narrative among the sculptures. At the same time, the exhibition 
successfully brings together several pieces reflecting Asian aes-
thetics, while others are timeless across cultures. For these rea-
sons, “Dream Weaver” creates a lively experience and leaves a last-
ing impression. (Amy Haddad) 

Through December 24 at Andrew Bae Gallery, 300 West Superior 

See more at: http://art.newcity.com/2015/12/01/review-
keysook-geumandrew-bae-gallery/#more-21540


