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Leeah Joo’s meticulously painted brocades and silks frame
her windows as quiet narratives are reflected on the glass
pane.In her newerwork, the fabrics take on anew role as their
lustrous undulations transform into oceans and mountains
to reveal of a series of Korean folktales. They are landscape
and still life all at once, sprinkled with history, legends and
personal talesto create a unique combination of old and new,
East and West, fact and fiction. As the artist explains, it is a
cultural exploration that had deceptively simple beginnings:

“I'vebeenreadingtomyyoungchildrenaboutKoreanlegends
and folktales. In search of intriguing, seductive stories of
mythical creatures to captivate the minds of small children,
| turned to allegories that combine legends of heavenly
creatures, beasts and humans testing their moral character.

As a mother raising children of mixed cultures in this
complicated multicultural society, | am compelled to
unearth the stories of the past, and present them in a
new context, to instill connection, not to look back but
to examine and redefine where you belong in the world.
Likewise in my work, | utilize images and methods that may
be ancientand familiar to tell a tale that is personal and new.”
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